them, he forgot all about them when he wrote his
Report
Gandhiji closed the Rajkot affair by an open
withdrawal. The Rajkot affair was the turning point.
The British found that the Indian States were slip-
ping out of their hands. In order to retain their hold
over them they used 'the Indian Princes to stifle the
liberalising movements going on in Indian States.
Another instance in point was when the trouble
between Limbdi State authorities and its subjects was
settled through my intervention in 1941. The settle*
ment had to be abandoned because again the Political
Department did not relish the friendly help of a Bri-
tish Indian public man connected with the Congress
in the affairs of the State.
The Congress did noit intervene in the affairs of
the State. A process inevitable in an organically
united country like India had set in after 1937. The
Princes and their people wanted to adjust themselves
to the new conditions which responsible governments
in the Provinces had brought about. The British offi-
cials wanted to keep the Indian States as a preserve
for their unrestricted power, and they forced tthe
Princes to give up the attempts at adjustment.
This effort of the Political Department would have
been of little avail had the Congress not parted com-
pany in November 1939 by its Ministries resigning.
For in 1939, Viceroy Lord Linlithgow himself was un-
equivocally ready to force the pace of constitutional
advance in the State. Only his instruments in the
Political Department were not as ready as he would
wish. Only when the Congress parted company from
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